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DETAILED ACTION 

J 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments, filed on June 20 th , 2007, with respect to independent claims 

1, 11, 23 and 30 have been considered and are persuasive. The new limitations to 
independent claims 1, 11, 23 and 30 have not been found or suggested by prior art. The 
rejection of claims 1-3, 6-13, 16-23, 25*26, and 28-37 has been withdrawn. 

EXAMINERS AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. John J. Oskorep on September 14, 2007. 
[Begin Audit] 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-2, 6-12, 16-19, 21-23, 26, 29-31, 33-35, and 37 have been amended as 
follows • 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating cellular network 
broadcast information to one or more mobile stations by a wireless local area 
network, the method comprising the acts of 
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receiving, from a plurality of cellular networks or a network database, 
cellular network broadcast information associated with and identifying the plurality 
of cellular networks available for communication with a mobile station; 

formatting the cellular network broadcast information in a generic container 
message which varies in content and format in accordance with different cellular 
standards associated with the plurality of cellular networks , the generic container 
message including a first data field for identifying a first technology standard or 
standard organization associated with a first cellular network, and a technology- 
specific container field having first cellular network broadcast information which is 
formatted in accordance with the first technology standard or standard organization 
identified in the first data field ; and 

transmitting, from the wireless local area network, the generic container 
message which includes the cellular network broadcast information for receipt and 
use by the mobile station in performing a network selection procedure to select one 
of the plurality of cellular networks for communication. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the act of 
transmitting the generic container message comprises transmitting the generic 
container message in an authentication procedure which utilizes an extensible 
authentication protocol . 



3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the generic container 
message includes a tag field for identifying the generic container message. 
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4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the wireless 
local area network is adapted for communications in accordance with IEEE 802.11. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes: 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network; and 
second cellular network information from a second cellular network. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes: 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network having a 
first information content; and 

. second cellular network information from a second cellular network having a 
second information content different from the first information content. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes: 
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first cellular network information which identifies the first cellular network; 

and 

i second cellular network information which identifies a second cellular 

network. 

10. . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the first 
cellular network broadcast information includes a mobile network code (MNC) and a 
mobile country code (MCC) which identifies the first cellular network. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving and processing cellular 
network broadcast information from a wireless local area network (WLAN) by a 
mobile station, the method comprising the acts of 

receiving, at the mobile station, a generic container message from the WLAN, 
the generic container message including cellular network broadcast information 
associated with and identifying a plurality of cellular networks available for 
communication, the generic container message varying in content and format in 
accordance with different cellular standards associated with the plurality of cellular 
networks , the generic container message including a first data field for identifying a 
first technology standard or standard organization associated with a first cellular 
network, and a technology-specific container field having first cellular network 
broadcast information which is formatted in accordance with the first technology 
standard or standard organization identified in the first data field ; 
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decoding the generic container message to identify the cellular network 
broadcast information associated with the plurality of cellular networks available for 
communication , which includes decoding the first cellular network broadcast 
information based on the first technology standard or standard organization 
identified in the first data field ; 

storing the cellular network broadcast information in memory of the mobile 
station; and 

performing a network selection procedure to select one of the plurality of 
cellular networks for communication using the cellular network broadcast 
information stored in the memory. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the act of 
receiving the generic container message comprises receiving the generic container 
message in an authentication procedure which utilizes an extensible authentication 
protocol . 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the generic container 
message includes a tag field which identifies the generic container message. 

14. (Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the first 
cellular network broadcast information includes a mobile network code (MNC) and a 
mobile country code (MCC) which identifies the first cellular network. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes the first cellular network information which 
identifies the first cellular network and second cellular network information which 
identifies a second cellular network, the method further comprising: 

selecting one of the first and the second cellular networks for communication 
through the wireless local area network. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes- 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network which 
operates in accordance with a first communication standard; and 

second cellular network information from a second cellular network which 
operates in accordance with a second communication standard different from the 
first communication standard. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the cellular 
network broadcast information includes: 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network having a 
first information content; and 
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second cellular network information from a second cellular network having a 
second information content different from the first information content. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein one of the cellular 
networks operates in accordance with a 3 rd Generation Project Partnership (3GPP) 
standard. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
cellular network broadcast information includes a System Identification (SID) which 
identifies the first cellular network. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the 
cellular network broadcast information includes a System Identification (SID) which 
identifies the first cellular network. 

23. (Currently Amended) A wireless local area network which is 
adapted to communicate cellular network broadcast information' to one or more 
mobile stations by receiving, from a plurality of cellular networks or a network 
database, cellular network broadcast information associated with and identifying 
the plurality of cellular networks available for communication; formatting the 
cellular network broadcast information in a generic container message which varies 
in content and format in accordance with different cellular standards associated 
with the plurality of cellular networks , the generic container message includes a 
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first data field for identifying a first technology standard or standard organization 
associated with a first cellular network, and a technology-specific container field 
having first cellular network broadcast information which is formatted in accordance 
with the first technology standard or standard organization identified in the first 
data field ; and transmitting, in an authentication procedure which utilizes an 
extensible authentication protocol, the generic container message for receipt and use 
by a mobile station in performing a network selection procedure to select one of the 
plurality of cellular networks for communication. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Original) The wireless local area network of claim 23, wherein the 
generic container message includes a tag field for identifying the generic container 
message. 

26. (Currently Amended) The wireless local area network of claim 23, 
wherein the wireless local area network is adapted for communications in 
accordance with IEEE 802.11 . 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The wireless local area network of claim 23, 
wherein the wireless local area network is adapted for communications in 
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accordance with IEEE 802.11, and the extensible authentication protocol comprises 
an Extensible Authentication Protocol (EAP). 

29. (Currently Amended) The wireless local area network of claim 23, 
wherein the cellular network broadcast information includes: 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network; and 
second cellular network information from a second cellular network. 

30. (Currently Amended) A mobile station, comprising: 
a controller; 

memory coupled to the controller; 

a radio frequency (RF) transceiver coupled to the controller; 
an antenna coupled to the RF transceiver; 

the RF transceiver being operative to receive a generic container message 
from a wireless local area network, the generic container message including cellular 
network broadcast information associated with and identifying a plurality of cellular 
networks available for communication, the generic container message varying in 
content and format in accordance with different cellular standards associated with 
the plurality of cellular networks , the generic container message including a first 
data field for identifying a first technology standard or standard organization 
associated with a first cellular network, and a technology-specific container field 
having first cellular network broadcast information which is formatted in accordance 
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with the first technology standard or standard organization identified in the first 
data field ; 

the RF transceiver and the controller being further operative to decode the 
generic container message to identify the cellular network broadcast information 
associated with the plurality of cellular networks , which includes being operative to 
decode the first cellular network broadcast information based on the first technology 
standard or standard organization identified in the first data field ; 
the controller being further operative to store the cellular network broadcast 
information in memory of the mobile station; and 

the controller being further operative to perform a network selection procedure to 
select one of the plurality of cellular networks for communication using the cellular 
network broadcast information stored in the memory. 

31. (Currently Amended) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the RF 
transceiver is further operative to receive the generic container message in an 
authentication procedure which utilizes an extensible authentication protocol . 

32. (Original) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the generic 
container message includes a tag field which identifies the generic container 
message. 

33. (Currently Amended) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the 
mobile station is adapted for communications in accordance with IEEE 802.11 . 
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34. (Currently Amended) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the 
cellular network broadcast information includes: 

the first cellular network information from the first cellular network; and 
second cellular network information from a second cellular network. 

35. (Currently Amended) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the 
cellular network broadcast information includes a mobile network code (MNC) and a 
mobile country code (MCC) which identifies the first cellular network. 

36. (Original) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the mobile station 
is further operative to store the cellular network broadcast information for a cellular 
network in association with its set service identifier or "SSID". 

37. (Currently Amended) The mobile station of claim 30, wherein the 
cellular network broadcast information includes a System Identification (SID) which 
identifies the first cellular network. 

Claims 4-5, 14-15, 24, and 27 have been cancelled. 
[End Audit] 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-10 (renumbered as 4'8 respectively), 11-13 (renumbered as 10-12), 16- 
20 (renumbered as 13-17), 21 (renumbered as 9), 22-23 (renumbered as 18- 19 respectively), 
25-26 (renumbered as 20-21), 28-37 (renumbered as 22~31 respectively) are allowed. 

The following is the examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The arguments, 
filed on June 20 th , 2007, with respect to claims 1-3, 6-13, 16-23, 25-26, and 28-37 are 
persuasive. The limitations "the generic container message including a first data field for 
identifying a first technology standard or standard organization associated with a first 
cellular network, and a technology-specific container field having first cellular network 
broadcast information which is formatted in accordance with the first technology standard 
or standard organization identified in the first data field" to independent claims 1, 11, 23 
and 30 have not been found or suggested by prior art. 

Any comments necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee, and to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Conclusion 

4. Any response to this Office Action should be mailed to: 
U.S Patent and Trademark Office 
Commissioner of Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Or Faxed to: 571-273-8300. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred A. Casca whose telephone number is (571) 272-7918. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272*7922. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 



LESTER G. KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 



